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Calling all
pastors

Curse of
the lottery
Exclusive to The
Weekly Challenger

Brandi Ahonsi
BY FRANK DROUZAS

Jon’Davius Shakespeare

Staff Writer

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

The Gathering of Women, Inc. held their annual awards ceremony Sun., April 19.

ST. PETERSBURG —
Seeking shelter from the harsh
elements, finding a place to
sleep every night and even trying to secure scraps of food for
a meal—Jon’Davius Lee
Shakespeare knows all too well
what it’s like to live the life of a
homeless person.
And the man he says was
his father was worth millions.
The man who Jon’Davius
believes to be his biological father is Abraham Lee Shakespeare, a Lakeland laborer
who won $30 million in the
Florida Lottery in 2006. Four
years later police discovered
his body buried underneath a
concrete slab in the backyard
of a home of his supposed
friend, Dorice “Dee Dee”
Moore, who was ultimately
convicted of first-degree murder.
After winning a lawsuit
with the coworker who had actually purchased the winning
ticket for him, Abraham
bought his first house—a mansion with a $1 million price
tag—from a lady Jon’Davius
called Mrs. Jackson. It was
Jackson who introduced Abraham to Moore, who claimed
she wanted to write a book
about him. So a meeting was
arranged, Jon’Davius, exSee CURSE, page 2



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG The sixth annual Men and
Women of Distinction
Awards Ceremony kicked
off an amazing afternoon
this past Sunday. The St.
Petersburg Country Club,
located at 2000 Country
Club Way S., was filled

with well-wishers who
came out to support the
achievements of some 20
honorees.
The Gathering of
Women, Inc. put on the
event, which included
lunch and entertainment
for those in attendance.
The afternoon started
with Mistress of Ceremony Andrida McCall

Hosey, a theater instructor at John Hopkins Middle School, welcoming
guests and introducing
Education Chair Josephine
Lampley who handed out
certificates and educational scholarships to five
local youths eager to
make a difference in the
community.
The Roger and Renee

Ambrose
Education
Scholarship was presented to Lindsay Ly,
Nyree Adams, Kahill and
India Harris and Destiny
Coleman.
This
year
marked the first time
scholarships were given
out to Pinellas Technical
College students.
See AWARDS, pages 8

Dine With Men turns a tasty 20 years old
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Nearly a thousand people
poured in and out of the
Thomas “Jett” Jackson
Recreation Center, 1000
28th St. S., St. Petersburg,
last Sunday afternoon to
support and celebrate
Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal (AME) Church’s
20th year of hosting Dine
With Men Who Cook.
This yearly event offers
a delightful and healthy
competition between male
cooks as they highlight
their culinary abilities and

contribute to community
development. Part of the
proceeds will help offset expenses for Bethel AME’s
Breakfast Feeding Ministry.
For the past 16 years,
the ministry has fed members of the community, including the homeless, with
a free breakfast every Sunday morning. Donations of
clothes, personal care items
and holiday gifts are also
given freely to needy families and individuals during
certain weeks out of the
year.
See DINE, page 4

ST. PETERSBURG — In
order to raise awareness of
the importance of organ donations, LifeLink® Foundation, Inc. and The Weekly
Challenger will be holding a
luncheon April 30 from
11:30-1 p.m. at the Historic
Manhattan Casino at 642
22nd St. S. The event, which
will take place atop Sylvia’s
Queen of Soul Food Restaurant, has been planned
specifically for spiritual leaders, said Brandi Ahonsi,
public affairs coordinator at
LifeLink® Foundation.
“Our hope is they will
understand the importance
of this message,” Ahonsi
said, “and invite us into their
sanctuary to share the importance of individuals signing up to be an organ and
tissue donor, brainstorm
other ideas to help us share
this message or become an
advocate for us and inform
their congregation of gifts
they can give even after
death.”
Headquartered
in
Tampa, LifeLink® is a nonprofit organ and tissue recovery organization that
serves 15 counties in
Florida, the state of Georgia
and the island of Puerto
Rico. Organ recovery organizations are federally designated to serve certain areas
throughout the county,
Ahonsi explained.
“In 2014 we recovered
organs from 190 donors and
tissue from 288 individuals,”
she attested.
One organ donor can

L-R: Rev. Kenny Irby, Bernard King,
Alrick Laing and Andre Blunt.

See LIFE, page 3
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Fighting for his father’s name
From CURSE page 1

plained, and since Abraham
was going through a “financial scuffle because he had
miscalculated something,”
Moore loaned him some
money as a trustworthy
friend.
“My daddy was very
gullible, he would trust anyone,” the soft-spoken 26 year
old said, who shares many facial traits of Abraham. “He
had what we call a perfect
heart. And in the midst of him
having a perfect heart, she
took advantage of him. She
was a manipulator.”
Offering to help Abraham
out with budgeting his money
and other financial matters,
Moore worked her way into a
grateful Abraham’s life. And
once she got her foot in the
door, Jon’Davius said, she
began manipulating everything and putting assets in her
name.
Since Abraham could neither read nor write, he trusted
Moore and signed off on
everything. Judy Haggins, a
notary and friend of Moore’s,
entered the picture and she
and Moore essentially took
over Abraham’s finances. He
had unwittingly signed over
his bank accounts—the realization coming one day when
he went to withdraw some of
the millions of his own money
and the bank informed him
that he could not do so without Moore.
“He was confused as to
why he could not withdraw
any money,” Jon’Davius
said. “This should have been
a red flag to Bank of America
that he didn’t realize what was
going on. And Bank of America, being accountable for the
money, should have replaced
it all back but they didn’t, due
to the signature of Abraham
Lee Shakespeare that was
not actually confirmed as to if
he really signed it. But it was
a clause in the bank’s policy
that states that if fraud has
been committed then the
money would be replaced,
but it had not been confirmed.”
Scammed and manipulated out of millions of dollars,
Abraham then contacted
Moore and she scheduled a
meeting with him at a house
that she had bought. Abraham would not come out of it
alive.
“My father went late at
night to Hillsborough County
and that’s where he was allegedly killed,” Jon’Davius
said.
Search for identity
It was in 2008 that Jon’Davius left for college at Kentucky State University. One
day, Fannie Owen, his foster
mother, called Jon’Davius
with some news.

DELIVER THE
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“She called and said,
‘Jon’Davius, I think I found
your father,’” he explained.
Apparently Owen had
spotted a familiar-faced man
pushing a stroller down the
street and asked him if he
knew Jon’Davius. The man—
Robert Brown—replied, “Yes,
that’s my son.”
Jon’Davius had always
thought his parents were
Brown and Ericka Sims, yet
when Jon’Davius returned to
Lakeland for Christmas
break, he entered a store and
the clerk exclaimed, “Hey, it’s
little Abraham!”
“Everyone kind of knew I
was Abraham’s child but I didn’t,” Jon’Davius said.
Unbeknownst to Jon’Davius, Abraham was incarcerated at the time, serving a
sentence for a driver’s license
suspension. It was at Brown’s
sister’s house that Jon’Davius
was told a startling fact—he
was not really Brown’s son.
“You’re not Robert’s son,”
Jon’Davius’ supposed aunt
had told him, explaining that
Robert has a circle face, unlike Jon’Davius’, which is long
and oval.
“Even [Brown’s] blind sister felt my face,” Jon’Davius
said, saying, “That’s not your
child, Robert.”
Overwhelmed,
Jon’Davius collected himself and
his things and flew back to
college on Christmas Day.
“Abraham got out of jail
and he went to my grandmother’s house, her name is
Kate, looking for me,” Jon’Davius said. “She said, ‘Abraham, how come you keep
coming here looking for
Jon’Davius?’ meaning he had
been there previous times
looking to find me. He
said, ‘I’ve got to see him, I
have to give him something.’
Well, he’s in college,’ she told
him, never giving Abraham
my phone number, where I
was located in college or any
other way to reach me, which
is unexplainable.”
There was apparently a
sense of urgency in Abraham’s tone, Jon’Davius
said, “like he suspected something was going to happen to
him or something was going
to go wrong.” Abraham left a
piece of paper with an address
on it—written from Abraham
to Jon’Davius—with instructions for Jon’Davius to come
see him when he got back
from college.
“A year after that, I get a
strange phone call at two o’clock in the morning,” Jon’Davius recalled. “It was Kate.
She said, ‘Jon’Davius, I‘ve got
to tell you something. The
Lord will not let me sleep.
And I keep seeing this man’s
face on TV. He came by here

looking for you a year ago,
and I should have told you
then. I want to tell you Robert
Brown is not your father.
Abraham Shakespeare is
your father. Go on Google and
look him up.’”
She told Jon’Davius that
Abraham had left something
for him, and he should
come get it when he comes
home. On the piece of paper,
which Abraham had left for
Jon’Davius, was the address
to where Elizabeth Walker,
Abraham’s mother, lived.
Once Jon’Davius came back
to Lakeland to visit, he went to
see his Grandmother Walker.
Jon’Davius knocked on the
door and a woman answered:
“Are you Elizabeth
Walker?” Jon’Davius asked
the woman.
“Yes.”
“Hi,” he responded. “I’m
your grandson Jon’Davius
and Abraham is my father.”
She’d stood there in awe
and very confused, Jon’Davius explained, and said it
was like a ghost of her son
had appeared. She was even
scared. Walker told him that
she would have the sheriff
contact him, and needed him
to leave his name and number. Jon’Davius left his number and a week later
Abraham’s older brother,
Archie Powell, called him.
“Is this Jon’Davius,” Powell asked.
“Yes,” Jon’Davius answered.
“You should be about 25
years old.”
“Yes.”
“In St. Pete?”
“Yeah.”
“We knew about you but
couldn’t find you,” Powell admitted.
Failed by the system
“My grandmother had
married twice,” Jon’Davius
explained, so there are two
Shakespeares—James and
Abraham—and
there’s
Archie Powell. And two
daughters that she had with
the Powell name. So it’s three
Powells, two Shakespeares.”
Archie had told Jon’Davius: “My brother told me
about you a long time ago.
Robert’s a habitual liar. That’s
not your father.”
Jon’Davius laments the
fact that he could never have
known his actual father: “It
was very sad because I never
had a chance with my father,”
he said. “Never.”
He blames the Department of Children and Families (DCF) where social
worker Brenda D. Tice
worked, not only for failing to
do a paternal testing and finding his biological parents but
failing to file a statutory rape
report that would have re-
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vealed at the time that Robert
Brown was not the father and
Abraham was. Ericka Sims,
the mother of Jon’Davius, was
13 when Jon’Davius was conceived and therefore a minor,
and when she turned 14 she’d
already been four weeks
pregnant with him, Jon’Davius said.
“This is because the
proper protocol was not used
to identify a rape, which had
occurred and traumatized 14year-old Ericka Sims,” he
said. “I would have not been
adopted out because Elizabeth Walker said that had she
known about her grandson
and properly notified, she
would have raised me herself.
She said, ‘I raised his cousin,
my other grandson who is 23,
you do the math! And Jon’Davius would not have had to
fear for his life or be molested
at age of 14.’”
“They failed to do a diligent search, they failed to do
a background to find any
other family members, they
failed to follow their own protocol,” Jon’Davius said stoutly.
Instead, at age five he
found himself placed in the
household of Ron and Loretta
Snow, who had given up their
own biological daughter for
adoption in Pinellas County.
“When I was adopted out
to them there was another
child there named Charlie,”
Jon’Davius said. “Shortly after
I was adopted Charlie went
missing. Every time I asked
about Charlie they said his paperwork
never
came
through. I came to find out
Charlie was red flagged because he was from Pinellas
County. So when they put
their own child up for adoption, it was a red flag and they
put Charlie out of the house,
not to mention they could not
get Charlie’s father to sign
over his rights while in
prison.”
Jon’Davius believes that
since Tice and Ron Snow
worked together at the DCF,
“a lot of stuff got swept under
the rug” and went purposely
unnoticed.
Shortly after that Tice retired. According to Jon’Davius, Loretta was Baker
Acted after having a mental
break down and tried to overdose on pills, and Ron, who
had been unfaithful to
her, also was eventually Baker
Acted for drinking and trying
to kill himself with a gun.
One
man,
many
names, no home
“Technically I’ve had
three different lives.” he
said. “I’ve been Jon’Davius
Sims, Jon’Davius Snow, now
I’m Jon’Davius Shakespeare.
So basically I got lost in the
system. I was molested when
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I was 14; my whole life has
been very tragic. I’m at the
point now where all I have is
my grandmother.”
He has been back in St.
Pete now for about a year, he
said, and though he does stay
at his Grandmother Walker’s
house in Lakeland at
times, he is still technically
homeless.
“I’ve slept on concrete,
I’ve slept at shelters,” Jon’Davius said. “I’ve slept in my
car for over seven months
while trying to pay off my college degree. I’ve slept anywhere I can lay my head
down, where I can get a room
here and there. I’m by myself;
I’m alone. Yeah, I have a college degree but I’m getting
laid off from my job because
of cutbacks. So it’s like, what
am I going to do now? Homeless and without a job.”
In September 2014, Jon’Davius went for a DNA test,
and received the results
within three days. According
to this Bio-Gene test, there is
a 99.09 percent probability of
kinship between Jon’Davius
and Elizabeth Walker. When
he made the decision to
meet with the Polk County
Sheriff’s Department, they
apparently were not surprised
that he had finally come to
them.
“I met with the sheriff’s
department and I informed
them that I was the older son
of Abraham Shakespeare,”
Jon’Davius explained. “They
said to me, ‘we knew about
you, but we didn’t have a
name. We knew you were
coming.’”
After subsequently trying
to contact those in charge of
Abraham’s estate, Jon’Davius
realized they wanted no part
of him. They had been making money from running the
estate, Jon’Davius said, and
that would stop if he were to
step in to take the reins.

The Weekly Challenger
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CEO/Publisher Emerita
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Shortly after he contacted
them, they sold both of Abraham’s houses. The one Abraham had bought for $1
million dollars they sold for
less than half—$489,000, to
be
exact,
Jon’Davius
said, who is convinced they
had been trying to “run the
money out” so there wouldn’t
be anything left.
“When I came into play
that changed the whole thing
because I’m over 18 and that
would make me the legal
heir over the estate and they
would have no rights. They
must replace anything they
had spent,” he explained.
On the first of May, Jon’Davius plans to go to court to
officially vacate his adoption,
which will lawfully claim Ericka Sims as his biological
mother and Abraham Shakespeare as his biological father.
All this could have been
avoided if he had been added
to the estate in the first place as
he should have been, Jon’Davius believes, since he has
the DNA test. He plans to run
another test using Abraham’s
actual DNA, which he wants to
secure from the Hillsborough
County medical examiner.
Should he accomplish his
aim in court, he plans to take
steps to secure what he feels
should be rightfully his in the
first place.
“I will file for a petition to
be the heir over the estate,”
he said. “And anything that is
missing I will end up suing
the estate lawyers.”
Jon’Davius
believes
things will work out for him in
the end, allowing him to finally begin a new life of stability he thinks he deserves. He
is not alone.
“I feel very confident,” he
said. “I have a lot of people
backing me.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Blast from the Past: Karen Murph

We are into books!
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY
Spiritual Leader

In the April 16 edition,
our Blast from the Past featured an old picture of Karen
Murph, née Denny on page
11. She recognized herself
and called in to give us an
update on her life since that
picture was taken.
The photo was Murph’s
1977 Lakewood High School
graduation picture. Once
she graduated, Murph attended Clark College, a pri-

vate, historically black university in Atlanta, now Clark
Atlanta University.
She found her way back
to St. Petersburg, and
started working in 1986 at
the Florida Department of
Correction, from which she
will retire next year.
She is the proud mother
of two sons: Terrian and
Keon, and although her husband passed away last year,

she feels that she has had a
blessed life.
“I’ve had a good life. God
has been good to me. I have
been blessed; my sons are
well, my family is well, my
health is well and I’m well,”
she said.
Murph attends Mt. Moriah Baptist Church where
Pastor Robert Ward tends
his flock.

Give hope, give life
From LIFE, page 1

save up to eight lives by
donating their heart, liver,
kidneys, lungs, pancreas
and small intestine, Ahonsi
said adding that a single tissue donor can enhance
more than 50 lives through
their gifts of corneas to
help restore sight, bones
for reconstructive surgery,
tendons and ligaments to
help restore mobility, heart
valves and skin.
“LifeLink® only recovers
organs and tissue from deceased donors,” she affirmed. “Organ donation
occurs in a hospital operating room only after two doctors declare their patient
deceased. If anyone is interested in getting information
about being a living donor,
they would have to contact
their nearest transplant center.”
Having been with LifeLink® for four years now,
Ahonsi strives to educate
the community about
organ and tissue donation
and encourage people to
sign up on Florida’s donor
registry at www.donatelifeflorida.org.
“During my time at LifeLink® I have been able to
meet and form relationships with individuals
whose life has been extended thanks to the generosity of an organ donor
and the family members of
individuals who were compassionate enough to donate their loved ones

organs and tissue,” she
said. “It has been an extremely humbling journey.”
She noted that as a part
of LifeLink® Foundation
outreach efforts, the organization partners with faith
communities to share the
importance of organ and
tissue donation. Ahonsi believes the luncheon will
provide a relaxed atmosphere in which to have this
discussion and hopefully to
build relationships with
faith communities in St.
Pete.
“Historically,” she said,
“in the black community
the church has been a cornerstone of our communities. Pastors are extremely
influential in their communities and are sought for
their advice and opinions
on an array of topics on a
regular basis. There are so
many myths and fallacies
surrounding the topic of
organ and tissue donation
that we feel it is of the utmost importance for us to
engage faith leaders in a
conversation about the
topic and address any questions they may have.”
Currently 30 percent of
individuals on the national
transplant waiting list (in
need of any type of organ
transplant) are African
Americans. The majority of
these individuals are waiting on a kidney transplant
as minorities are affected
by diseases that could lead

to kidney failure, namely
diabetes and hypertension.
Of the more than
100,000 Americans in need
of a kidney transplant, 34
percent are black. Last
year, 6,168 individuals died
while waiting for a transplant, 23.7 percent were of
African American descent.
On average, blacks wait
longer to receive a lifesaving organ transplant, which
can lead to a decline in the
health of other organs and
sometimes death. Though
it is not necessary that
donors and recipients be of
the same ethnic background, it oftentimes enhances the chances for a
successful transplant.
“We encourage people
to not only sign up to be
organ donors, but also to
discuss their decisions
with their families,” finished Ahonsi who encourages any of our readers
who are recipients of either organs or tissue or is
a donor family member to
consider volunteering with
them to share their testimonies.
To ensure adequate
space, please confirm with
Brandi Ahonsi by April 28
at 800-262-5775 ext. 4490.
See ad on page 6 for more
information.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

ST. PETERSBURG — At
Unity of Midtown, we are into
books. A few months ago, Pastoral Liaison Sister Lynnette
Hardy, went around the
church gathering hymnbooks
and putting them in all of the
pews. I mentioned it to another minister and he remarked, “Aren’t hymn books
archaic?” I replied, “No, we
are a church that is into
books.”
Recently, the church purchased new pew Bibles and
someone asked, “What do
you need them for?” My response was “because we are a
Christian church that’s into
books and the Bible is our primary text.”
Our church, Unity of Midtown, began in 1957 by
African American women
such as Mamie Hughes, Rev.
Catherine Brooks, Jessie
White and Vivian Lockhart to
make the Truth teachings as
taught and demonstrated by
Jesus, the Christ, available
people of color especially to
those on the south side of St.
Petersburg.
Today, we are a growing
multi-cultural church who
loves and welcomes all people
who desire to be their best
selves and live their best lives

by practicing the principles of
holistic health, prosperity and
harmony in all relationships.
Unity of Midtown is so
into books that our church attracts published authors as
members of our congregation. Sister Gina Folk, director of our Leadership
Academy, has a new book that
is coming out at the end the
month entitled “People Leadership: 30 Strategies to ensure
your team’s success.” In celebration of this accomplishment, we are having a book
signing Sun., April 26 directly
after church.
We are so into books that
this month Unity of Midtown
began a new ministry called
the Book Club under the leadership of Sister Sherry O’Dell.
At the beginning of each
month, we select a book for
us to read as a congregation.
The book is made available in
our Unity Bookstore. At the
end of the month, we have a
fellowship and discuss the
book.
This month’s book is
“The Four Agreements” by
Don Miguel Ruiz which has
been on the New York Times
Bestseller List for over seven
years. Our Book Club meeting will be Wed., April 29 at
6:30 p.m., and refreshments
will be served.
If you are into books, you

Rev. Dr. Doral R. Pulley
will feel right at home at Unity
of Midtown located at 511
Prescott St. S., St. Petersburg.
Join us for any of our services:
Sundays: 9:30 a.m.
Church Orientation & Christian Education Classes; 10:30
a.m. Prayer & Meditation;
10:45 a.m. Praise & Worship;
11:00 a.m. Morning Service
Tuesdays: 6:30 p.m. Bible
Study
Thursdays: 6:30 p.m
Prayer & Healing Service
For more information, like
us on Facebook at Unity of
Midtown, visit us on the web
at www.unityofmidtown.org,
subscribe to us on YouTube at
Unity Midtown, call us at
(727) 898-2457 or email us unityofmidtown1957@gmail.com
Unity of Midtown is the
newest church in our Church
Directory¸ please see their ad
on page 10.

LYNCHING IN AMERICA:
C ONFRONTING THE LEGACY OF R ACIAL TERROR
The Association for the Study of African American Life and History
(ASALH), proudly presents a seminar and lecture on the the history of
the lynchings of African Americans in the years between 1877 and 1950.
Four occurred in Pinellas County.
A short film on the origin of the song “Strange Fruit” will be shown at
10 a.m., Sat., April 25, at the Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American
Museum, 2240 9th Ave. S., St. Petersburg. Doors open at 9:30 a.m.
Refreshments will be served. The public is invited to attend.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
20 years of good food
From DINE page 1

The NCAA sized basketball gym was transformed into a mega
banquet hall, and surrounding the dining area
were numbered chef tables. The cuisine ranged
from
soul
food
to
Caribbean dishes. In addition to choosing foods from
more than 50 chiefs, there
were a variety of decadent
desserts to choose from,
such as pies, cakes and
cookies.
Not only were guest
treated to a culinary splendor, they also had a chance
to win a host of door prizes.
The top door prize was a
50-inch flat screen television.

More than 50 chiefs
participated in this year’s
gastronomical
delight.
Bernard King came in
third place, Andre Blunt
placed second and this
year’s first place winner
was Alrick Laing.
Judges for the Best
Chief Competition this year
were Chef Lennox Preudhamme, Danyelle Witchard
and Leon Thomas.
Special appreciation
and recognition were given
to Blessed Sacrament
Catholic Church in Seminole and the Poynter Institute.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588






CCC1326860

CBC1251478

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”
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COMMUNITY NEWS

1600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-821-6897 • www.nhsfl.org

April is National Financial Literacy Month
Light the way for your children’s financial future
National Financial Literacy Month is
recognized in the United States in April in
an effort to highlight the importance of
personal financial knowledge with a focus
on how to establish and
maintain healthy financial habits. “Making
well-informed decisions
about money is a key life
skill,”
said
David
Vladeck, Director of the
Federal Trade Commission’s Bureau of Consumer Protection.
Neighborhood
Home Solutions (NHS)
works year-round to
offer free Financial Fitness classes and
free one-on-one counseling for personalized financial action plans to help families
and individuals make the most of their
money. Whether you’re a student, young
adult, parent, older person or military
service member, NHS can provide financial tools, guidance and support as you
build a more secure financial future.
In honor of National Literacy month,
NHS would like to focus the conversation
today on families with children. Parents
want to provide a stable financial environment for their children but often face
challenges in an economy that has not
fully recovered from the recession.
Learning stronger money management
skills is an important place to start in improving one’s sense of control over
money, knowing that not only is this critical for taking care of children’s needs
and well-being but especially because
children learn financial skills by observ-

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

ing the behavior of their parents. A recent
survey by RetailMeNot found that 92 percent of people think parents should be
the ones to teach children about finances.
If a parent doesn’t have
a sense of control over
money, how will the
children learn?
Make a commitment today to learn
more about money matters. Financial education
classes
and
one-on-one counseling
provide practical tips
and links to reliable
sources on a variety of
topics, ranging from credit rebuilding,
debt collection, vehicle repossession,
managing mortgage payments, and
avoiding foreclosure rescue scams.
Make this April the time you move
forward to a better financial future for
yourself and for your children. Call NHS
at (727) 821-6897 and register for a series
of Financial Fitness classes that will give
you more tools and information. You can
never know too much about managing
your money!
NHS is a 501 (c) (3) HUD approved
nonprofit housing counseling organization.
Services are provided free of charge. Partners include the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD),
HomeFree USA, Florida Hardest-Hit
Fund, Pinellas County Community Development, and the City of St. Petersburg.
Sources for this article include the Federal
Trade Commission (FTC) and HomeFree
USA.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
National Council of Negro Women Wellness Expo & Health Fair
ST. PETERSBURG - The
National Council of Negro
Women, Inc. (NCNW), held
its annual Community Wellness Expo & Health Fair last
month, presenting an array
of health care providers and
representatives. Included
were: Dr. Ricky Lockett, Dr.
Darall Moore and Dr. Reginald Ligon who shared information on topics ranging
from joint care, diabetes,
dental care and other related health issues.
Janice Starling-Williams,
founder of All Kidney Patients Support Group, presented information on
diabetes and kidney disease.
In speaking about the purpose and function of her organization, she stressed the
importance of getting more
African Americans to become organ donors.
“Organ donation is
sometimes a stigma in the
black community and therefore many do not become
donors,” said StarlingWilliams, “but statistics
show organ donations save
lives.”
Participating vendors

represented the Sickle Cell
Association, St. Anthony’s
Hospital’s Nutrition/Diabetes Center, HIV Awareness, and AmeriPlan USA.
All vendors offered printed
information as a take-away
that could be used later in
making pivotal health decisions.
The wellness expo and
health fair also featured
health education on COPD,
cancer awareness, heart
health, stroke, mental health
and other health concerns.
Dr. Darall Moore, podiatrist,
couldn’t emphasize enough
the importance of examining your feet; especially
those who struggle with diabetes.
“You might not be as
flexible as you used to be
and can’t raise your feet to
check them out,” he said,
“so get a mirror and position
it so you can see what’s
going on all over your feet.”
Those in attendance had
fun using a game board to
play the “Wellness Game,”
which allowed them an
entry into a drawing for one
of various giveaways. The

game board was made up
using titles of all the information that had been made
available during the day’s
event.
Kena Bryant, fitness enthusiast, encouraged attendees to get up and join her
as she demonstrated some
quick and easy fitness
moves that could be done at
home. This got the crowd
up, moving and enjoying
every minute of it.
As the health fair began
to wind down participants
were encouraged to stay
and enjoy a healthy lunch.
Being informed, staying
healthy, and keeping fit
while being able to fellowship with one another made
for a successful day!
The historic National
Council of Negro Women,
Inc., St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section is committed to
serving the community that
has supported it since 1942,
when founded by Fannye
Ayer Ponder. Part of the organization’s commitment is
supporting wellness in our
community.

PINELLAS COUNTY PASTORS ARE INVITED TO JOIN US FOR A FREE LUNCH
TO DISCOVER HOW WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE SAVINGS LIVES IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

April 30, 2015 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at The Manhattan Casino
(SYLVIA’S QUEEN OF SOUL FOOD RESTAURANT) 642 22ND STREET SOUTH, ST. PETERSBURG

Micah, Heart Recipient

GUEST SPEAKER
BRANDI T. AHONSI,
PUBLIC AFFAIRS COORDINATOR
LIFELINK® FOUNDATION, INC.

**Pastors are invited and encouraged
to bring one guest, such as an
associate pastor or health ministry
leader to this FREE luncheon to learn
more about the critical need for
African Americans organ donors.**

TO ENSURE ADEQUATE SPACE,
PLEASE CONFIRM WITH BRANDI AHONSI BY
APRIL 28, 2015 AT 800-262-5775 EXT. 4490
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Heavy’s FoodTruck feeds hundreds for free
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Owners
of
Heavy’s
FoodTruck, Rob Lancaster
and Kendrick Scott, showed
St. Pete what giving back to
the community really means.
Last Sat., April 18, Lancaster and Scott treated the
community to a family fun
day filled with free grilled and
fried chicken, pulled pork,
macaroni and cheese, rice,
greens and much, much
more all for free.
Dell Holmes Park was

packed with people who
came out to have an eating
good time with family and
friends. The kids were
treated to free face painting
and bounce houses, while
music filled the air. Even the
weather showed up and out
with plenty of sun and warm
spring breezes.
For more information on
where to find Heavy’s
FoodTruck, please log on to
www.heavysfoodtruck.com
or call (727) 280-3651.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

Matters of the Heart
Spring Prayer Breakfast
ST. PETERSBURG –
Radio show host Princess
Denise Wright of Matters
of the Heart Radio Ministry
on Praise 1590 AM WRXB
will be hosting its Third Annual Spring Prayer Breakfast. Please join them this
Sat., April 25 from 9 to noon
at Glad Tidings Assembly
of God, 4200 17th Ave. N.,
St. Petersburg.
The theme for this
year’s event is “The Best is
Yet to Come in 2015.” (1
Corinthians 2:9)
Wright would like to
cordially
invite
men,
women, boys and girls to
this great spiritual event
with anointed praise and
worship,
inspirational
speakers, mime praise
dance, poetry and more.
Guest speakers will be
Pastor Chris St. Julian, Sr.
of Greater Purpose Fellowship Church, motivational
speaker Pastor Fred Hinton
(Calvary Worship Center)
and Bishop Judy Rivers of
Today’s New Revelation
Ministry.
Christian rap performers Jalisa Stone and Alicia

Princess Denise Wright
Tripp, spoken word poetry
by Frederick Hayes, instrumental music by Chris and
Maurice Moore and soloist
Lola Shaw will round out
the afternoon.
The ministry is asking
for a charitable donation of
$10 for the Homestyle
Breakfast Buffet. Door
prizes will be awarded for
individuals that invite six or
more table guest attendees
at the breakfast. Vendor
booths are available for $15.
Contact
Princess
Denise for additional details, vendor booths and
confirm attendance at (727)
488-8818. Looking forward
to seeing you there !






 
    

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
 

 


 




ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
CALL FOR

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org




Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Shampoo Me
Haircuts $10 for adults $5 for kids
Dominican Blowouts $35.00 (Reg. $40)
Bomb Twist $250.00
includes the hair (Reg. $300)
2218 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(across from Lakeview Shopping Center)

Stop by or call (727) 623-9875
Coupon expires 5/21/15

Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

 











   





  


SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Honoring community heroes
From AWARDS, page 1

“We just like to know
how good it feels to grow in
our community,” said Lampley who boasted about the
recipients
maintaining
grade point averages from
a 3.5 to 4.1. “We consider
this to be growth.”
Gwendolyn Reese had
the divine honor to be the
guest speaker, noting that
being at the awards ceremony was so dear to her
that she was willing to miss
out on celebrating her father’s 87th birthday with
her family.
“I am here with you,”
Reese said, “so that tells
you how special this occasion is to me.”
The
Gathering
of
Women is an organization
dedicated to providing
women with a voice while
being a driving force for
change. It all began in 2005
with the formation of the
Cross Cultural Alliance of
Women building partnerships and developing community projects that would
help to promote opportunities and economic security
for members of the community.
Working toward transformation, the Gathering of
Women provides a philosophy that promotes organizational
strategies,
advocates for education
and safety issues, as well as
health and social issues.
The mission: to build communities where women,
families, and neighborhoods thrive and prosper
through shared and continued personal growth.
“There are many types
of selfless people in this
world,” Reese said who acknowledged that many are
often ignored, overlooked,
unappreciated or taken for
granted in their everyday
lives. “Today’s honorees
have sacrificed time, energy, money, family, privacy, personal health and
well-being because of their
commitment to others.”
The event’s honorees
were then introduced oneby-one, some graciously ac-

cepting their awards with a
few words of gratitude, others taking a more silent
route.
Carla Bristol, founder of
African-American
art
gallery Gallerie 909 in the
heart of historic Midtown
on the Deuces, was there to
accept the award for Arts
and Cultural Heritage. “The
community as a whole has
been extremely supportive,” she said announcing
the one year anniversary of
Gallerie 909.
Next on the list came a
husband and wife duo. Drs.
Ken and Nancy Bryant
both received the Health
and Awareness award for
their work with the community. Both served in the military, Dr. Ken as a Major at
Ft. Benning, Ga., specializing in urology and Dr.
Nancy in the Army Medical
Corp as an ophthalmologist.
Alexandra Fox, a senior
at Gibbs High School was
awarded the Young Woman
of Distinction Award. She
serves as student body
president and is well practiced in the visual arts,
most recently being selected as a National Gold
Medalist in the Scholastic
Art and Writing Awards.
She plans to attend the University of Florida (UF) in
the fall. Her schoolmate
Zachary Murray, also a senior at Gibbs High School,
earned the Young Man of
Distinction Award.
Zachary is involved in
many extracurricular activities at his school such as
being a registered tutor, a
member of the National
Honor Society and Mu
Alpha Theta, as well as an
athlete participating in basketball and track. He too
plans to attend UF in the
fall.
The
Humanitarian
Award went to James and
Joyce Robinson, who have
been married for 30 years.
The Robinsons are actively
involved with the Pinellas
Council on Adoptable Children Support Group, which

was developed more than
15 years ago in an effort to
advocate and support at
risk and vulnerable youths
who need a helping hand.
Dr. Cynthia Johnson
was presented with the
Business of Innovation
Award for her work as Center Director for the Florida
Small Business Development Center (FSBC) and
her success in assisting
small and minority businesses to remain healthy
and create better jobs for
Pinellas County.
“It’s so wonderful to be
in the community that I’ve
grown up in and I’ve been a
principal in. Economic development is what I do and
education is my life,” she
said.
Theresa Ann Sowell
Lassiter, better known in
the community as Momma
Tee, is known for her outspoken nature and planting
seeds of activism wherever
she goes. The award for
Community Activist and
Leadership Award was presented to both her and Kurt
Donley, a Florida native
and a local civil rights activist who currently serves
on the board of Pinellas
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)
and is currently focusing
on reducing the school to
prison pipeline.
The Education, Training, and Development
Award went to Sylvester
Norwood and Robin Mobley. Norwood, affectionately known as Boe to his
friends, recently was selected Director of Pinellas
Technical College St. Petersburg campus where he
focuses on programs relevant to business and community needs. Mobley has
served in education for 20
years. She has served as a
substitute, Assistant Principal of Curriculum at Gibbs
High and is currently Principal of Tyrone Middle
School.
Carl Lavender, Jr. received the Community
Building
Partnership

Award, while Ivan Penn
was awarded the Journalism and Communications
Award. The Spiritual and
Religion award went to
both Rev. Dr. Rickey Houston of Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church and Evangelist Valerie Ellis.
Cynthia Tomlin was
presented with the Volunteer, Advocacy and Community
award
for
mentoring local youths,
her involvement in ministry and her clinical research
advocacy
for
Healthy Start Federal at
All Children’s Hospital.
Family of the Year was
awarded to Reverend
Louis Murphy, Sr. and family. Their focus on effective community change
has impacted some of the
city’s most overlooked
areas.
“I want to truly thank
God for the beautiful wife
that he gave to me that allowed me to do ministry
and serve the community.
She did a fantastic job in
raising our children,” Murphy said of his late wife
Filomena. This proud father mentioned his children Chiriga and Louis, Jr.,
and grandchildren Jair and
Filomena.
Finally, the Lifetime
Achievement Award was
given to power couple Darryl and Angela Rouson for
their work in ensuring
Tampa Bay is well represented not only in Tallahassee but in various local
groups, committees and
boards locally as well.
“She wasn’t selected
necessarily for what she
does,” said Reese, “but how
she does it, she epitomizes
womanhood.”
Without seeking the
limelight, Angela has spent
a lifetime advocating for
change by tirelessly working in the background to
ensure what needs to be
done gets done.
“You all know I married
up,” said State Representative Rouson who is grateful
for his 15 years of mar-

riage. “We’re going to keep
up the fight; I love the people of this city.”
Along with scholarships
and the Men and Women of
Distinction Awards Ceremony, the Gathering of
Women hold an essay contest each year, workshops
and strive to dress underprivileged girls for prom
with their annual community service project. They
are also responsible for
Christmas in Wonderland,
a community event that
opened its heart to some
400 children this past year.
For more on the Gathering of Women and how
you can get involved in future projects such as the
Man Camp Youth Summit,
log on to thegatheringofwomen.com.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Community drums on the Deuces
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – An
unusually warm Friday
night, air thick with humidity
vibrates from pulsing African
drums in the near distance.
The rhythms emanate from
the southwest quadrant on
the Deuces and Ninth Avenue South. Gallerie 909
pulses with iconic portraits of
great African-American legends captured in a kaleidoscope of oils and mixed
media etched on canvas.
People enter the gallery and
migrate
towards
the
rhythms of the drums on the
patio in the back.
The drummers are
arranged like an orchestra in
three sections of local residents of multiple ethnic backgrounds, each person adding
a layer to the syncopated
community percussion ensemble. Life is good and
worth the living as Gallerie
909 celebrates the first year
of its grand opening on the
Deuces.
“I’m just an optimistic
kind of person,” said Carla
Bristol, owner of Gallerie
909.
As people poured into the
space and paused at various
paintings as if to hear them
speak, Bristol stated her first
year in operation “was about
creating brand recognition,
getting people to identify
with the gallery and attracting people to come from all
over.”
A lead drummer fires off
a staccato of beats. Bristol
discusses the works of featured artists on exhibit.
“The current exhibit
here now is by Anthony

Armstrong out of Deland,”
said Bristol. She described
his work as using mixed
media and a lot of oils on canvas. In the background as
Bristol spoke was a mixed
media collaboration that
commemorated the Motown
Era and the Blacks Art Cultural Movement that kicked
off in the 1960s. Very close
by was the picture of iconic
Jazz singer Billie Holliday.
Bristol then discussed
premier artist Cora Marshall
of Gulfport.
“She has a series here
now entitled ‘Going, Going,
Gone’,” she said. Marshall
moved to the south side of St.
Pete from the WashingtonMaryland area, according to
Bristol.
The
premier
African/Native American
artist still teaches at the University of Connecticut.
Gallerie 909 not only features the works of visual
artists, but also it highlights
multiple art forms and creative talent from the Tampa
Bay area.
“I do the spoken word
every Sunday here at the
gallery,” said Bristol. One of
the workshops given at the
gallery taught local residents
how to take better vocation
photos. Bristol aims to expand a variety of workshop
activities for the community
in the coming year. Another
major part of Gallerie 909
outreach is to include local
youth in artistic activities.
“Every Friday I invite the
youth from the surrounding
community in to show their
art and to become a part of
the gallery environment,”
said Bristol.
Bristol emphasized the

desire to increase the participation of community youth
in gallery activities, and she
was pleased with the attendance of youth at the first
year anniversary. A visual
scan of the gallery and the
patio revealed that approximately 35 to 40 percent of
people in attendance at the
celebration were youth.
The young people at the
event were not wallflowers
either. They were drumming, dancing, looking at
and discussing art. Even
more encouraging was to see
them intermingle comfortably with adults and elders of
the community.
Unlike the images that
too seldom flash across social media and television, the
young people at the event
demonstrated that our community has an untapped
treasure chest of youthful talent in search of a positive outlet. Bristol hopes to make
Gallerie 909 more proactive
in that regard in the future.
“Just today when I pulled
up, a young person in the
neighborhood rolled up fast
on his bicycle, dropped it and
came to give me a hug,” she
said as she revealed that she
has become known among
the kids as one who loves to
give hugs.
Meanwhile, drumming
and dancing were heating up
in the patio area as the Friday
night session was reaching
its crescendo. People from all
walks of life and ethnicities
shook hands, gave encouraging hugs and promised to return.
Gallerie 909’s first year
was a success and it is only
the beginning of better



 

        
  

          
 
   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  




      
        
    
   




    




         
   
   

things to come. Bristol, a native of Guyana and raised in
Brooklyn, N.Y., would not
have it any other way.
For more information
about events and workshops
held at Gallerie 909, please
visit their website at www.gallerie909.com.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family





 




  

  

 




  

 


 



Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com





 


 


Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

Contact:


 



 
  

 

 
  


Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays







  

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

10:30 a.m.




 
 
 



  

Victory Christian Center Church










Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

 

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.


 
     
  
  





Rev. Sarah Edwards extends an invitation for you to join us in agreement
with God our Father, the Word and one another as the Body of Christ. Since
we know Jesus Christ as the Head; let us get to know our Pastors and
Church leaders. Hear their personal testimony of salvation and call into ministry. Others will also share their testimonies of salvation. Join us with authentic fellowship; celebrating “koinonia” as the early Church did – until we
come into the unity of the faith.
Refreshments will be served. Ministering with the arts, engaging
conversations as the community of Believers, based on Biblical principles,
and creative ice breakers. Location: Glad Tidings Assemblies Of God
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 3371
3rd Sundays. 6:30 pm 3 FMI: 727.323.5017
Dr. Randy Helms, Sr. Pastor

Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.








 


 
  



 


 
   

   



YOUR
CHURCH
AD
COULD
BE HERE!








  
 

 


 




  



 






  



 
 


 

 


Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.


  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

 
   
    
   
  


Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.



HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:
Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM
Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence



Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its pastor, the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its central
core, the belief that we are
a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a lost world
hungry and thirsty for the
word of God. At St. Mark,
we as a body of believers
are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity,
praising God for the awesome gift of His son, Jesus
Christ.
Events for April
Apr 21 - Church Outing: New Jerusalem M.B.

Church at 7 p.m. as we help
them celebrate their Pastor
and Church Anniversary.
Apr 25 - St. Mark M. B.
Church Ministry Awards
Luncheon at 11:00 a.m. at
the Frank Cubby Fellowship Center (3444 5th Ave
S.
Apr 27 - First PIZZA
Ministry for 2015 beginning at 6:30 p.m. for a time
of Faith, Fun and Food. All
children are invited to
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out and join
us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday:
9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union

Friendship MBC
is each Sunday: 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to come
out to study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth
Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance
Rehearsal on Sundays:
2:00-4:00 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every
Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

To the COMMUNITY ATLARGE, YOU ARE INVITED TO
COME AND TAKE THIS JOURNEY WITH US. The Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church, the Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Official
Family and the entire Church Family extend to you a cordial invitation
to join “THE SHIP” in fellowship at
our 7:45 am or the 10:45 am worship
service, and Sunday Church School
at 9:30 am. Pray for our Sick, Shutin, Children, Men/ Women in Uniform, and Bereaved Families.
Friendship is a warm Christian
community of members, regular attenders and friends who are committed to embodying message of
God's unconditional Love and the
teachings of Jesus Christ in the
church, in our community and in
the world! We are truly a church
committed to doing “whatever it
takes” to become that “city on a hill”
that cannot be hidden! Our weekly
activities include: Every Wednesday – Bread of Life Ministry, Noon
Day Bible Study and 7:00 pm Bible

Study. Know that you have an open
invitation to join us in the Study of
God's Word.
Month of April
APR. 25 – 3:30 pm – Women’s
Ministry Annuial Tea and the
Friendship Laymen Fashion Show.
Contact Sis. Cynthia Pierce for your
Ticket(s) – (727) 906-8300.
Apr. 27 – 7 p.m. 87th Church
Anniversary Committee to Meet,
The Ushers Ministry giving Leadership to this Year's Anniversary are
asking everyone to be on time.
Month of May
May 4 – 7 p.m. Leadership Conference. All ministry leaders are
asked to be present and on time.
May 6 – 7 p.m. Wednesday
Night Live service and Holy Communion. Pastor Evans is asking the
adult choir, male chorus and the
third Sunday ushers to serve. The
Family Love Fellowship will be
sponsored by the Adult Dance Ministry.
May 7 – Noon – 2 p.m. – National Day of Prayer Sponsored by

Friendship Women's Ministry and
Participating Pinellas County
Churches.
Need a ride to church? Call our
Transportation Ministry – (727)
906-8300 and leave your information.
Thought for the Week: When
you come to the end of your rope, tie
a knot and hang on. Having faith is
just like that, you never think about
the chair you’re about to sit down
on, you just sit.
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail without YOU! For additional information
on any of the announcements,
please contact us by the following
methods: Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st St. S. Office:
(727) 906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
We are not live streaming: Visit
Our Website www.fmbctheship.net
and click on the pastor’s image at
the top of the page. Also, USTREAM
Also Visit West Coast Baptist
District Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
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